
San Juan County Shoreline Master Program Update

What is a Shoreline Master Program (SMP)?
A comprehensive shoreline land-use plan that: 

•	protects shoreline processes, 
•	promotes public access,  
•	 accommodates all appropriate 

shoreline uses,  and
•	balances public and private interests

What’s covered by the SMP?
The SMP applies to:

•	 lakes greater than 20 acres,
•	marine shorelines and aquatic area, 
•	 land within 200 feet of the ordinary high water 

mark of these waterbodies, and
•	 associated wetlands
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Proposed Shoreline JurisdictionProposed Shoreline Jurisdiction

All features depicted on this map are approximate. 
They have not been formally delineated or surveyed 
and are intended for planning purposes only. Additional
site-specific evaluation may be needed to confirm/verify 
information shown on this map.

02.22.2011

Data Sources:

*San Juan County
**Washington Department of Ecology
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Note 1: For marine waters, shoreline jurisdiction
extends waterward of the ordinary high water 
mark to San Juan County's in-water 
jurisdictional boundary.

Note 2: All marine waters waterward of the line
of extreme low tide are designated as Shorelines 
of Statewide Significance.

Note 3: All small islands, rocks, and reefs that are
not shown on this map are included in shoreline
jurisdiction.
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What’s the purpose of the SMP update?
The State requires Shoreline Master Programs to meet these goals:

•	 encourage reasonable and orderly development of shorelines
•	protect the natural character of Washington shorelines, 
•	provide shoreline recreational opportunities, and 
•	promote public access to shorelines

San Juan County must update its SMP by June 30, 2013. The update is funded 
by the Washington State Department of Ecology. 

SMP Process and Key Principles


