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Lynda Guernsey, Administrative Specialist II – Direct Line (360) 370-7579
SAN JUAN COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
(360) 378-2354 | 135 Rhone Street | PO Box 947 | Friday Harbor, WA 98250
From: Lynn Bahrych <bahrych@rockisland.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 16, 2022 12:41 PM
To: Lynda Guernsey <LyndaG@sanjuanco.com>
Subject: Support for Climate Change Element in Comprehensive Plan
You don't often get email from bahrych@rockisland.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Please forward this to the Planning Commission for tomorrow’s meeting.
Thank you!
Lynn
Dear Planning Commissioners,
I strongly support the inclusion of the attached Climate Change Element in the County’s Comprehensive
Plan. Writing as a private citizen and resident of Shaw Island, I urge you to integrate the Plan’s current
climate change policies and regulations in one place, for better implementation and to acknowledge the
importance of unified action on this urgent issue.
As an environmental and land use attorney, I served on the County’s Technical Advisory Committee
which drafted the UDC regulations for the Comprehensive Plan twenty years ago. Clearly, much has
changed since then. The biggest change in recent years has been our climate. When we wrote the
regulations for the UDC, we did not imagine a heat dome, atmospheric rivers, entire bridges being
washed out in a single afternoon, drought damaged forests, and significant sea level rise. The Climate
Change Element provided by the Friends of the San Juans addresses those things in a way that gives us
hope and practical action to take.
We have no time to waste. As Governor Inslee has stated, “To tackle this growing crisis head on,
we need strong, aggressive action.” With a strong, clear Climate Change Element in
our updated plan, we can get to work on the adaptations and innovations we need.
Thank you for your consideration.
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Sincerely,
Lynn
Lynn Bahrych, J.D., Ph.D.
Member, Clean Water Advisory Committee
Liaison, Climate & Sustainability Advisory Committee
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